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   This dissertation aims to explore engagement in English academic discourse 
(hence AD) from the perspective of interpersonal meaning. 
   In spite of recent surge for engagement studies and the achievements made in the 
previous researches, there are some aspects waiting to be explored. In general, the 
previous studies focus on a number of points. First, the traditional approach views 
engagement as a grammatical phenomenon and puts emphasis on the syntactic 
relations and the grammatical forms. Second, the cognitive approach takes 
engagement as reflection of conceptual structure and focuses on people’s subjective 
cognition by adopting engagement devices. Third, the pattern-based approach views 
engagement as fixed patterns with a set of lexical items. Fourth, the pragmatic 
approach concerns what kind of act engagement can perform in a social interaction. 
Fifth, Halliday’s approach studies engagement in terms of modality, projection and 
modal adjuncts, which is still not systematic and independent semantically. 
   In views of the disadvantages in the previous studies, this dissertation takes a 
functional approach to engagement on the basis of Martin and White’s view on 
engagement and other notions such as projection, modality, modal adjuncts and 
genres. In order to make a better analysis of engagement and its interpersonal 
functions in academic discourse, this dissertation takes both qualitative and 
quantitative methods. 
   This dissertation has the following three points. 
   First, in this dissertation an analytic framework and a four-element interpersonal 
model are set up to analyze engagement. The four interpersonal functions performed 
by engagement in academic discourses are evaluation, solidarity, evidentiality and 
dialogism. Following the new analytic framework and the four-interpersonal model, 
this dissertation illustrates and clarifies the potential grammatical realizations of 














   Second, this dissertation holds that the choice of engagement is determined by 
many factors. In this dissertation two factors are fore-grounded: genre and 
interpersonal functions. This study shows that engagement and its interpersonal 
functions are bilaterally motivated in academic discourses. 
   Third, in this dissertation a comparative study of engagement is made in order to 
dig out the internal relations between genre types and engagement choices. Through a 
careful study, this dissertation finds that in academic discourse of the humanities and 
social sciences engagement of dialogic expansion is widely employed, particularly the 
sub-category of attribution while in academic discourse of natural sciences 
engagement of dialogic expansion is less employed. This dissertation also finds that 
engagement of dialogic contraction does not show obvious differences in these two 
academic discourses. 
   This dissertation has an important significance in theory and especially in practice. 
In theory it offers a complete analytic framework to analyze engagement. In practice 
it has significance in pedagogy, especially in writing English academic discourse. In 
order to achieve the goals of persuading the potential readers into accepting the claims 
of the writer in academic discourse, the proper engagement strategies are of great 
importance in that different academic discourses require different engagement 
strategies in terms of argumentation and persuasion. 
 




















    本文主要探讨学术语篇中的介入资源及其在学术语篇中的四种人际功能。 







   鉴于以上对介入研究的不足，本文从学术语篇和人际功能两个方面来对介入
进行研究。本文认为语类和人际功能是影响介入策略主要因素，所以本文把这两
个方面有机的结合起来，具体分析介入在学术语篇中的人际功能。 




   本文研究主要集中在以下三个方面： 





   第二，本文认为影响介入策略选择的因素很多，其中语类和人际功能是最主
要的两大因素。研究表明，在学术语篇中介入和其所起的人际功能是双向驱动的。 
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